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spaces.
The launch of Park&Go @SG and the Continental Backend Platform
are part of Continental’s wider push to enable smart mobility in
Singapore, as part of the city-state’s ambitious Smart Nation vision.
Both services will boost Continental’s technical competence both in
apps creation and the development of a robust backend infrastructure
ecosystem, and are essential in the on-going Future Mobility Initiation in
Singapore.

It’s more than just a journey planner.

Continental’s innovative automotive solutions:
Bringing the future of driving today

Continental is gearing up to provide advanced transport solutions for a Smart Nation.

L

ooking for available parking spaces in Singapore can
sometimes be as tough as finding a needle in a haystack.
This problem motivated international automotive
supplier and technology company Continental to develop
Park&Go @SG, a mobile app that helps drivers navigate
efficiently to find available parking spaces in major car parks.
There are many reasons why Park&Go @SG cannot be
written off as just another journey planner. Not only does it
include a map and a navigation system to help drivers locate
currently available parking spaces, it also provides parking lot
predictions and an SMS service to inform them of the price
for the selected parking space on arrival. And apart from these
innovative perks, Park&Go @SG is the first app using the
cutting-edge Continental Backend Platform, a central database
for collecting real-time data from external sources such as
Land Transport Authority (LTA), Housing Development
Board (HDB) and other third parties. Continental sees this
as an essential step for moving towards digitalization of
our products and engaging new mobility services through
innovations.

It provides real-time data

It’s part
of the
wider
push to
enable
smart
mobility.

“With the mobile application, drivers will be able to effectively
plan their journey ahead and minimize their frustration
in locating for available parking spaces,” said Lo Kien Foh,
Managing Director of Continental Automotive Singapore.
“This will serve to reduce traffic congestion caused by
parking queues and will result in less time spent searching
for an available parking space as well as a reduction in fuel
consumption.”
Hassle-free parking
The Park&Go @SG application is uniquely developed locally
in Singapore with the active collaboration of HDB and LTA
which feeds “live” data to end-users through the use of data
analytics. “The prediction methodology in identifying parking
space is unique and Continental has launched a patent for the
mobile app,” Lo notes.
Park&Go @SG was developed by Continental in collaboration with A*STAR’s Institute for Infocomm Research (I²R) and
Technische Universität München (Technical University of Munich). An Intelligent Transportation Systems Lab was set up in
April 2014 to research, study and carry out test-bedding of a
whole range of communications, information and automotive
innovations and technologies. The Park&Go @SG mobile app
is the result of this collaboration between the three partners,
and it is the first showpiece of the ITS laboratory involving
I2R, TUM CREATE and Continental.
Although the app already offers a chain of additional
services, Continental also plans to embed more information
and services such as availability of handicap accessibility and
washing bays for HDB car park venues in the future. But there
is a bigger picture behind Park&Go @SG than just parking

Aiming for driverless vehicles
“This is part of Singapore’s Smart Nation initiatives as it provides a
highly reliable and secure backend environment which can be trusted by
original equipment manufacturers (OEMs), third-party operators and
consumers,” says Lo. “In our nation’s drive to fulfill its vision of driverless
vehicles on its roads, services provided by the Continental Backend
Platform will ultimately form an integral subset of the Autonomous
Driving ecosystem in Singapore.”
The applicability and versatility of the Continental Backend Platform
will also serve the diverse commercial needs of the company. This will
include business-to-business OEM projects and business-to-consumer
applications such as Park&Go @SG. It will also allow Continental
to support public sector projects in providing backend services for
autonomous vehicles, and form an integral part of the OEM backend
infrastructure for other project partners by acting as a secure repository
and processing module for probe data.
“Continental’s focus has always been stretching our know-how
in R&D outside of our traditional setups. This emphasis will keep
us constantly involved with the latest technologies and increase our
competencies in cross-matching the functionalities between the Internet
of Things (IoT) and the automotive to better engage the consumer
world,” says Ralf Lenninger, Senior Vice President Interior Electronics
Solutions at Continental Automotive.
“Applications like Park&Go @SG and Continental Backend Platform
are like inter-connected dots that we will eventually build upon and
from which we will establish the basic foundation for the future
implementation of an intelligent future mobility and Automated
Driving,” he adds.
Looking ahead
Despite Park&Go @SG’s initial success, Lo foresees challenges in terms
of increasing services and functionalities to ensure that users remain
interested in the application. “In addition we will also focus on the
importance of reacting to feedback provided from the end users and to
plan improvements as part of maintenance,” he says. Challenges aside,
Continental is committed to bringing the future of transportation to
Singapore.
“At Continental, we know that Intelligent Transportation Systems
(ITS) will have a major impact on the transport systems network not
only in Singapore but also globally,” Lo says.
Continental Singapore will act as the regional hub of the Global
Continental Backend Platform and will help channel expertise and
technological know-how from Continental to suit local needs and serve
the requirements of Continental’s business units in the region.
Singapore has been a hub of Research & Development (R&D) activity
for Continental ever since Continental Automotive Singapore Pte
Ltd was established in 1997. The office develops and tests important
technologies for radio and navigation, user interfaces, displays,
entertainment and controls.
The mobile application is currently based on the Android version and
is available to the public free of charge. Continental will launch the iOS
version in the upcoming months.

Continental’s R&D center in Singapore

Staying ahead of the curve

F

ounded in Hanover, Germany in 1871, Continental
is today a leading automotive supplier worldwide.
Continental develops intelligent technologies for
transporting people and their goods. As a reliable partner,
the international automotive supplier, tire manufacturer, and
industrial partner provides sustainable, safe, comfortable,
individual, and affordable solutions. In 2015, the corporation
generated sales of approximately EUR39.2 billion with its five
divisions. Continental currently employs more than 212,000
people in 55 countries.
In July 2012 Continental Automotive Singapore unveiled
its new Research & Development center and in November
2014 opened a new extension building to expand its R&D
capabilities in Singapore. Located along Boon Keng Road,
the facility is one of Continental’s largest R&D centers in Asia
dedicated to the design and development of in-car information
management systems. The extension of Continental’s R&D
network to Singapore provides the anchor from which the
company is able to expand its presence and gain a strong
foothold in the region.
“We are committed to grooming technically competent,
broad-minded and well-trained engineers who have a firm
and proficient grasp of technology advancements, know-how
transfers and global project management skills,” says Lo.
With its over 30 years of engineering history and a highly
skilled international team, Continental Automotive Singapore
is well placed to meet the growing demand for automotive
engineering capabilities worldwide, especially in Asia.
“As the industry continues to enjoy robust growth, staying
ahead in the competition naturally becomes more crucial. How
do we at Continental constantly strive to be the preferred
choice, known for providing our customers and industry
partners with one of the best solutions and products? With
Singapore playing an instrumental role as one of Continental’s
leading R&D hubs in Asia, these are indeed exciting times for
our team,” Lo says.

